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 Washington, D.C. -- Congressman John Olver (D- 1st District) announced                today that during a White House ceremony this week First Lady Hillary                Rodham Clinton and Secretary of Transportation Rodney Slater officially                designated the Norwottuck Network as a Millennium Legacy Trail.                 As a Millennium Legacy Trail, the Norwottuck Network will be included                in a new national trails database and adorned with a trail marker                bearing the White House Millennium Council logo. Additionally, the                Norwottuck Network will be promoted as an important part of the                National Millennium Celebration.              

œThis designation will be great for tourism and economic growth                throughout the Pioneer Valley,” said Olver.  œThe trail highly                deserves this distinction because it has brought people back to                nature by encouraging them to leave their cars and enjoy the natural                beauty, history, and culture of the region by bicycle and foot.”              

The Norwottuck Network is a system of trails, rail-trails, bike                paths, waterways, greenways and urban walks within the Connecticut                River Valley.  The Network allows trail users to experience                the state°s urban and rapidly urbanizing areas, as well as rural                farmland, scenic mountainous areas and protected river basins.              

The Millennium Trails initiative is a collaborative effort of the                White House Millennium Council, the U.S. Department of Transportation                and Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC).  The First Lady serves                as honorary chair of the Millennium Trails Celebration Committee.                 American Express Company has contributed $500,000 and is a cornerstone                in the Millennium Trails public-private partnership.              

Fifty Millennium Legacy Trails, representing 47 states, the District                of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, have been selected                by the White House Millennium Council to œhonor the past and imagine                the future” of America.              

Olver noted, œThe Millennium Trail designation will dovetail nicely                with last year°s American Heritage Designation of the Connecticut                River. These designations will go a long way towards enhancing the                regions economic revitalization and cultural renewal."              

For more information on the Norwottuck Network, please contact                Barbara Francis at 413-549-2963.             
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